1. Much importance has been attached to the three-yearly findings of PISA (the Programme for
International Student Attainment). Recent research by Svend Kreiner of the Department of
Biostatistics at the University of Copenhagen throws much doubt upon these conclusions.
For more information, you should consult the article entitled: Is the foundation under PISA
solid? A critical look at the scaling model underlying international comparisons of student

attainment.

2. The high fly, the rest sink. And no one acts is the title of an article by George Walden from
The Times Wednesday February 24" 2010. This article, which is about social mobility in
England and Wales, is attached below.
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3. T he following article by Graeme Paton, the Education Editor of the Daily Telegraph
appeared in the paper on Tuesday 12" May 2011 and deals with concerns about the

effectiveness of some vocational courses.




4. Below is an extract from an article which appeared in the Daily Telegraph on Friday 13th
May 2011 about examination standards in England and Wales.




